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This PowerPoint template produces a 36"x48" presentation poster. You can use it to 
create your research poster by placing your title, subtitle, text, tables, charts and 
photos. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through the poster design 
process and answer your poster production questions. For complete template 
tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com and click on the  HELP DESK tab.

To print your poster using our same-day professional printing service, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on "Order your poster".

This is a template for a 
presentation poster

36 inches tall
by

48 inches wide

Important: Check the template size
Before you start working on your poster and to 
avoid printing problems check that you have 
downloaded and that you are using the correct 
size template for your poster presentation.
This template can also be printed at the 
following sizes without distortion and without 
any additional formatting:
30 tall x 40 wide
42 tall x 56 wide
48 tall x 64 wide

How to Zoom in and out
Use the PowerPoint zoom tool to adjust the 
screen magnification to view comfortably. 
PowerPoint provides 2 ways to zoom: 
1. On the top menu bar click on the VIEW tab 
and then click on ZOOM. Choose the zoom 
percentage that works best for you. 
2. For better zoom flexibility, use the zoom 
slider at the bottom right of the window.

Ruler and Guides
The dotted lines on his poster template are guides.  The horizontal and vertical 
guides will help you align your poster elements accurately. Text boxes and other 
elements will ”snap” to the guides and stay within the boundaries of the columns. To 
hide the guides go to VIEW and uncheck the Guides box.

Headers and text containers
Included in this template are commonly used 
section headers such as Abstract, Objectives, 
Methods, Results, etc. 
- Click inside a section header to add its text. 
- To add another header, click on edge of the 
section box so that it is outlined. Copy and 
paste it. 
- To increase its size, click on the white circles 
and expand to the the desired size.

Adding content to the poster
Start by adding your text to each section without spending too much time with 
formatting. Use the default font size even if your text extends beyond the bottom of 
the poster. Continue until you have added all your content including text, graphics, 
photos, etc. Once you finish adding your content you can go back and format your 
text as needed.
- If you run out of room, try to reduce the size of your fonts and/or the size of your 

graphics. If there is a lot of empty space try to increase your font sizes and the 
size of your graphics. The font used for references can be smaller.

Photos
You can add photos by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, 
or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by holding down 
the SHIFT key and dragging one of the white corner handles (dots). For a 
professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by stretching them 
disproportionally.

Quality check your graphics
Zoom in and look at your images at 100%-200% magnification. If they look clear, 
they will print well. 
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How to change the template colors
You can change the overall template color theme by clicking on the 
COLORS dropdown menu under the DESIGN tab. You can see a 
tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-research-post
er-template-colors.html

You can also manually change the color of individual elements by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. On the left side of your screen 
select the background master where you can change the template 
background, column sizes, etc. 

After you finish working on the SLIDE MASTER, it is important that 
you go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

How to change the column layout configuration
You can manually change the configuration on the columns by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. You can delete columns, resize 
them or modify them as needed for your layout. 
You can see a tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-column-co
nfiguration.html

How to hide the QUICK 
START GUIDE bars from 
the sides of the template
The Quick Start Guides are 
outside the template’s printable 
area and they will not be on the 
printed poster. 

If you create a PDF file from 
your template, the guides will 
not be included.

To hide the guides click on the 
Home tab (top of the screen) 
and then click on the Layout 
button below to see the 
available layouts. Choose the 
Without Guides layout.

How to preview your 
poster prior to printing
You can preview your poster at 
any time by pressing the F5 key 
on your keyboard. You will see 
on the screen what's on your 
poster and how it should look 
when printed. Press the ESC 
key to exit Preview.

F5 

How to print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the "Order Your Poster" 
button. You can have your poster printed on professional papers, 
fabric for easy traveling and a variety of other materials. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document, you will be receiving a PDF 
proof for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and 
paid for before noon (Pacific time) Monday-Friday, your order will 
ship out that same day. FedEx Next day, Second day, Third day, 
and Free Ground services are offered. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.
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For complete tutorials visit:
https://www.posterpresentations.com/helpdesk.html

The University of North Texas Degree Planning Service 
project aims to provide both incoming and current students 
with an easy-to-access and streamlined system that can create 
a custom degree plan that best suits their needs. 

Purpose

Objectives

System Features

When creating a new course, administrators will have the 
ability to include everything normally provided in the UNT 
course catalog including the availability and hours associated 
with the course. This will also include general course 
corequisites and prerequisites. Additionally, our system allows 
the inclusion of any number of degree-specific course 
corequisites and prerequisites. 

Deliverable: Add a Course Deliverable: Generated Degree Plan 

Deliverable: Individual Sessions

After selecting a degree plan, students are given the option to 
enter their transcript information if they have already 
completed any course, or continue as a new student. After 
making a selection and filling in necessary information, the 
student is provided with a recommended degree path. The 
degree path they receive is based on the degree they have 
selected, any previous courses they have taken, and how many 
hours they wish to take a semester.

Deliverable: Add a Degree

Similar to the existing UNT degree plans, administrators can 
organize any existing course into different categories such as 
Core Requirements or Breadth Electives. While these 
categories can be any of the existing ones currently used by 
UNT, our system allows administrators to create categories as 
needed.

• Allow transfer and current students to enter any courses they 
have already completed

• Allow students to generate a degree plan that takes their 
previous courses into consideration

• Design the system to be as intuitive as possible for both 
students and administrators

• Minimize the necessity of academic advising
• Minimize administrative input beyond the initial set-up

Sponsor – Dr. Nandika D’Souza Faculty Coach – Dr. Stephanie Ludi

Cache Money – Sweta Gautam, Dalton Kerbow, Tate Moiser, Travis Nguyen, Nicole Tran
Nerd Herd – Ricardo Barroso, Stephen Ho, Aazrim Mirza, Kabonzo Ramanzani, Ngan Tran

University of North Texas Degree Planning Service

Testing

Prerequisites and corequisites to a course can be 
customized and modified between degree plans  Course 

Customization

Administrators can create multiple different degree 
plans for the same degree name and year Degree 

Customization

Students can enter any previous courses they have 
completed before generating their degree plan Transcript

Entry 

Students are provided with the information they 
would receive during academic advising meaning 
advisors only need to approve degree plans

Minimal 
Advising

Students are able to create a custom session ID 
that they can use to save and return to their current 
session at any time

Individual 
Sessions

The system will provide students with a custom 
degree path based on information they have 
provided such as their transcript

Auto-Generated 
Degree Plans

Students are provided with the resources they may 
need to complete their transcript such as different 
department numbers all on one page 

Resource 
Organization

● Django functioned as the 
Python-based web framework 

● Offered an improved MVC 
pattern via templates

Design

● Jinja replaced the default 
Django template engine with a 
more user friendly one

● Bootstrap served as the CSS 
framework 

● Allowed responsive designs 
for both mobile and desktop 
browsers

● PostgreSQL functioned as the 
object-relational database

● Managing concurrency 
through MVCC allows real 
time changes without 
impacting other sessions 

● Psycopg2 served as the 
PostgreSQL database adapter 
for Python

● Allowed for large number of 
concurrent database updates 
without issue

● Python provided the virtual 
environment for the project

● Easy to learn and set-up 

● Our testing methods focus on testing as it was developed
● Once a new feature was implemented, it was tested on each 

developer’s local machine before it was migrated to the live 
server where it was tested again

● In the event of a bug or conflict, we would use our GitHub 
commit history to identify the problem and later issue a fix

● All tests were conducted manually to ensure we had full 
control over the input

● The majority of testing focused on ensuring that degree and 
course objects were being created, stored, and returned 
correctly between our various systems and that the design 
would translate well from desktops to mobile platforms

Students will be given the option to either continue an existing 
session or create a new one. Returning students will be 
prompted for their unique ID and PIN number. Successful 
login will allow the continuation of their session. First time 
users will have an ID auto-generate, alongside the ability to 
enter a custom PIN, degree, and completed courses.
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