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Abstract 

ABSTRACTS SHOULD BE 2 PAGES OR LESS. This paper aims to illustrate the proper formatting of papers for the 2020 ASEE GSW Annual Conference. Beyond that, this paper also describes a coordinated effort to recruit and retain new students in the Mechanical Engineering Department at the University of Southeastern Texas. Included is a description of the various recruiting programs at the university, college and department level. Of particular interest is a new community outreach program, wherein an Engineering Explorer Post sponsored by the College of Engineering, and affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America, was formed as a way to interest high school students in engineering. Also included is a report on the creation of a new freshman design class in the Mechanical Engineering curriculum in an effort to reduce the high freshman dropout rate, and a program initiated by the student section of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) titled “Surviving the Freshman Year.”
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Figure 1. Dropout Rates at Various Levels in the Engineering Program
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